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Bl 1882 ;br: boacon of hope duringthe
DeBresulan, Melhourns's gothie, art dece
mastafplecaiasbecn painstakingly restdred to
ite foemen glory by dentist Dr Kia Pajouhesh
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The' original krehitest of Maloourmess Mensnhrates
Uriity Buliding Marcus Bariew, was @ balavr (n
proprisd. Turnmg his stteation from domests o
pamimiErcisl srehitecture i the 12204, e befleved
i Melbourne nesdad to modertise and that the
shysorapar urbaniam of New Yerk and Chicego was
the way Torwasd, Hs peotested the 132-Toot height
firmit that the city had (mposad, but (0 the end wes
rob able o blild highee than theg aith hizcommerplal
gothic mssterplecs, the Menchastar Linty building.
thaugzh its towr reacghed & furthar fve stopes. The
block at the deener of Colling and Syanston Strests
was baught by the indeperdent Ordar of Dddfsliows
- tha Manchester Unity frisndly socisty - in 1928,
cut difficulty in termiinating the standing leases
maant tral no wark wits ais to bs complated untl
1831, By then, the Dapreasion wag snirenghed but
the Orded. choze o forgs ahaad amyway and thi
iznchagtar Linity bulaing became s begoon of hops
forstruggling Metburmang:

Thea bullding achiewad s numoer of firsts. |G was the
mlleat bullding in Melbourna gt the tiomg, withihe reo!
geck at the 132-foot haight limit and the fve-storey
tower projedting Bbove this It had th firet escalator
i’ Malbaures thet cormacted the ground fissr &nd
first-flcor mazzine retil Bress. And i€ was the most
qulckly constnasted Bulding in Australla, Demolition
workin began on 1.Janaary 1832 and by 1 Septambar
tha graund Hoor and firgt-flogr mgzzaning Yrare dpen
fof trage. One floor was comgleted avery sevan to ten
diys - & record thit remalmes until the 1EE05 TS
wiae [argaly doe i tha Depresalin, Lakaur was chegg,
workers lined up a1 the bullding sy day sseking
wiork med candtructian comtinued twenty-four noure s
gy A hres, shghi-hesr shifs: -

Thowgh It eerhinued 1o be an iconic Melbourne
buslding, many paris of 7 had feilien into 8 stats of
dizregdir by the tme Dr Wia Pajouhosh, owner of
danial praaties Smils Salutions, boughn bsto it in
003 he acguirsd the mezzanine level, Originally 2

nstiae of retall storas; thie devel hod teen hedly
damaged, with the galiery and shops cambined Inte
=n open plen BpECE. and CEStErwOrk Goering ub
period detalling and timber. Pajouhesh Tells the sary
of when he brought hie mather in 1o ges thia foor
|eat atter bg had bought it "My mather wilkesdawn
thig-aormaor and cried. She said. ‘my son i probably
golng toos I hiers

Originatly craated for rotall spaces, the separate
FOHTIE wiD fasTored snd makeparfest dental suites,
gomplete with penaod deta:ling. Having tallan in love
witth tha balidmig, in 2008 Pajounesh acquired lavels
11, 1 Zand tha towar, all of winich had been ponvertsd
irta lumury spartmants in e 890, and in many
rases the original parad finishes and datailing had
Esen obliterated,

Pajoubiash beougit i Rabert Mills Architests te
got arghitaotucel advies and do eome drawings; as
will a5 Andronas Conserystion Architactura. Sut
Fapuhost aoted a3 bullder and, In many Ways.
cesigres. Congtantly onaite, he was respongible for
presdem sulving end meking dscisions an 2 daily’
hasle "All the drawdngs Eecams (iterslly redundant
whet we dld the demaiition,” be explsing. “5o we did
angther sgt of dravwings, Then, whin tha bulldirs
came o it they started roaiizing that, gven with
thebestofintentions, everything was asymmatrical,
Mothing wan how it inckad the day you came and.
meatured eerything.

But Pajouhesh waa not dacrted: Each day
progd s surptisss, fram leaking roofmembranss to
& palr of shoea found in the-wall cavity thooght to be
i=ff behind by one of = workers in 1932, Using
photographie taken in the: 1830s of the original
iriteriars, he redraatad many of the rooms ety ag
they would navs inoked., in particular, tha marzanine
ipuml arid |ifis are almost identcal to how thay wers,
Foun ot timber finish and copper detal|ing = an
gmazingfeatoonslidering the state of thy miezzaning
nhan Pajounssh opquited it Tha rogftop |evel ed
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